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	COLONEL JAMES P. STURCH
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Colonel James P. Sturch is the vice commander, 3rd Wing, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. The 3rd Wing provides the commanders in chief, U.S. Pacific Command, trained and equipped tactical air superiority forces, all-weather strike assets, command and control platforms and tactical airlift resources for contingency operations. The wing flies the F-15C, F-15E, C-130, C-12 and E-3, and maintains a regional medical facility, providing care for all forces in Alaska. The installation also hosts Headquarters 11th Air Force, Headquarters Alaskan Command, Headquarters Alaska NORAD Region, and 94 associate organizations.

The colonel entered the Air Force in 1980 as a graduate of the United States Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colo. He has experience as a spokesman on airlift capabilities and its missions, managed C-130 pilot and navigator manning requirements, and managed personnel policies and programs for more than 750 colonel and general officers, including assignment actions, records, performance reports, and training courses. Prior to assuming his current position, he commanded the 721st Air Mobility Operations Group. He is a command pilot with more than 3,100 flying hours.

	

	EDUCATION:

	

	1980 
1986 

1989 

1992 

1996 

1999 
	Bachelor of science degree in civil engineering, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

Master of arts degree in computer resource management, Webster University, St. Louis, Mo.

Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

	

	ASSIGNMENTS:

	1. May 1980 – September 1981, student, pilot training, Vance Air Force Base, Okla.
2. September 1981 – December 1981, student, C-130 RTU, Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.

3. January 1981 – December 1986, C-130 copilot, aircraft commander, instructor pilot, and evaluator pilot, 345th Tactical Airlift Squadron/316th Tactical Airlift Group, Yokota Air Base, Japan.

4. January 1987 – April 1989, command presentations officer, Headquarters, Military Airlift Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

5. May 1989 – August 1991, chief, tactical airlift manning section, Headquarters, Military Airlift Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

6. August 1991 – July 1992, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

7. July 1992 – June 1993, FTU instructor pilot, 62nd Airlift Squadron, Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.

8. June 1993 – March 1994, chief, operations group standardization/evaluation, 314th Operations Group, Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.

9. March 1994 – September 1994, operations officer, 34th Combat Aircrew Training Squadron, Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.

10. September 1994 – June 1995, operations officer, 61st Airlift Squadron, Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.

	11. June 1995 – August 1996, deputy chief, senior officer management, Headquarters, Air Combat Command, Langley Air Force Base, Va.
12. August 1996 – February 1997, chief, wing safety, 7th Wing, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas

13. February 1997 – July 1998, commander, 39th Airlift Squadron, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas

14. July 1998 – July 1999, student, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

15. July 1999 – July 2001, chief, strategy branch, Directorate, Plans and Policy, Headquarters, U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.

16. July 2001 – July 2003, commander, 721st Air Mobility Operations Group, Ramstein AB, Germany

17. August 2003 – present, vice commander, 3rd Wing, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska

	

	FLIGHT INFORMATION:

	

	Rating: 
	Command pilot

	Flight Hours:
	More than 3,100

	Aircraft Flown:
	C-17, C-130H/E, T-38, T-37, and T-41

	

	MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

	

	Legion of Merit

Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster
Combat Readiness Medal with two oak leaf clusters
National Defense Service Medal

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
Armed Forces Service Medal

	

	EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

	

	Second Lieutenant 
	May 28, 1980

	First Lieutenant 
	May 28, 1982

	Captain 
	May 28, 1984

	Major 
	Oct. 1, 1991

	Lieutenant Colonel 
	Nov. 1, 1996

	Colonel 
	March 1, 2001

	
	

	(Current as of August 2003)
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