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Colonel Russell J. Handy is a recent graduate from the Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. In 1983, he was commissioned in the United States Air Force and graduated from Undergraduate Pilot Training. His Flying tours include operational assignments in Tactical Air Command and Air Combat Command. He commanded the 58th Fighter Squadron and was both a graduate of and instructor at the USAF Fighter Weapons School. He has previously worked with North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) as Chief, HQ NORAD Advanced Programs, Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. He led combat missions during Operations DESERT SHIELD, DESERT STORM, DESERT FOX, SOUTHERN WATCH, and NOBLE EAGLE. Colonel Handy is a command pilot with more than 3,000 hours of flight time, primarily in the F-15C. 

	

	

	FLIGHT INFORMATION:

	

	Rating:  Command Pilot

	Flight Hours:  More than 3,000

	Aircraft Flown:  F-15A/B/C/D

	

	MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 

	

	Distinguished Flying Cross

	Defense Meritorious Service Medal

	Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster

	Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters

	Aerial Achievement Medal with four oak leaf clusters

	Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

	

	EDUCATION:

	

	1982
	Bachelor of Science Degree in Aeronautical Science, Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, Florida

	1983
	Officer Training School, Randolph AFB, Texas

	1988
	Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	1989
	U.S. Air Force Fighter Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.

	1995
	U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

	1995
	Master of Science Degree in Administration, Central Michigan University, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

	1996
	Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Va.

	2003
	Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	

	

	ASSIGNMENTS:

	

	1.
	January 1982 – April 1982: student, Officer Training School, Randolph AFB, Texas

	2.
	May 1982 – April 1983: student, Undergraduate Pilot Training, Williams AFB, Ariz.

	3.
	May 1983 – June 1983: student, Fighter Lead In Training, Holloman AFB, N. M.

	4.
	July 1983 – December 1984: student, F-15 Conversion Training, Luke AFB, Ariz.

	5.
	January 1985 – December 1987: instructor pilot; assistant chief, Weapons and Tactics, 44th TFS, Kadena AB, Japan

	6.
	January 1988 – February 1988: student, Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	7.
	March 1988 – July 1991: chief, Weapons and Tactics, 71st TFS, Langley AFB, Va.

	8.
	August 1991 – May 1994: Weapons School Instructor Pilot, 57th WG Flight Safety Officer, Nellis AFB, Nev.

	9.
	June 1994 – May 1995: student, U.S Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

	10.
	June 1995 – May 1998: chief, HQ NORAD Advanced Programs; chief, Aerospace Missile Defense Operations, Peterson AFB, Colo.

	11.
	June 1998 – June 2002: commander, 58th FS; 33rd FW chief of safety; Director of Operations, 60th FS, Eglin AFB, Fla.

	12.
	July 2002 – June 2003: student, Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	13.
	July 2003 - Present: commander, 3rd Operations Group, Elmendorf AFB, AK

	

	EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

	

	Second Lieutenant

April 22, 1983

	First Lieutenant 

April 22, 1985

	Captain


April 22, 1987

	Major



March 1, 1994 

	Lieutenant Colonel

September 1, 1998

	Colonel 


July 11, 2003

	

	Current as of 21 July 2003
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