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CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT ROBERT TAPPANA

Chief Master Sergeant Robert Tappana is the Command Chief Master Sergeant for the 3rd Wing, Pacific Air Forces, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.  He advises the 3rd Wing Commander and senior staff on the morale, welfare, and effective utilization of the enlisted force, and ensures Elmendorf's enlisted members understand the Wing Commander's policies.  

Chief Tappana entered the Air Force in September 1979.  His background is in Traffic Management.  He holds an Associates of Applied Science degree in Transportation Management from the Community College of the Air Force (CCAF).  Chief Tappana served in fighter wings, a missile wing, an airlift wing, and a training wing as well as special duty units within and outside his career field.  His assignments include bases in Texas, Washington, and Mississippi.  His overseas assignments include Sicily, Korea, and Alaska.  

EDUCATION:

1983 NCO PME I, NCO Orientation Course, Eielson Air Force Base, AK

1984 Honor Graduate, NCO PME II, USAF Supervisor’s Course, Eielson Air Force Base AK

1986 John Levitow Honor Graduate - 22AF NCO Leadership School, Little Rock AFB, Arkansas

1989 Distinguished Graduate - ATC NCO Academy, Lackland Air Force Base TX

1993 Associate of Applied Sciences Degree, Transportation Management, Community College of the Air Force

1997 John Levitow Honor Graduate - USAF SNCO Academy, Gunter Air Force Base, Alabama

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. September 1979 – October 1979, student, Air Force basic military training, Lackland Air Force Base, TX

2.  October 1979 – January 1980, student Traffic Management Technical School, Sheppard Air Force Base, TX

3.  February 1980 – December 1984, NCOIC Outbound Household Goods and Quality Assurance, 343rd Transportation Squadron, Eielson Air Force Base, AK

4.  January 1985 – August 1988, NCOIC, Quality Review and Training, Air Force Excess Cost Adjudication Function, Joint Personal Property Shipping Office, San Antonio TX

5.  September 1988 – September 1989, NCOIC, Personal Property, 487th Transportation Squadron, Comiso Air Station, Sicily

6.  September 1989 – June 1993, Chief Extensions and Airlift Branch, Air Force Excess Cost Adjudication Function, Joint Personal Property Shipping Office, San Antonio, TX

7.  June 1993 – July 1996, Chief, Air Force Enlisted Transportation, Logistics Plans, and Contracting Assignments, Air Force Personnel Center, Randolph Air Force Base, TX

8.  August 1996 – August 1997, Chief, Traffic Management Flight, 8th Transportation Squadron, Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea

9.  September 1997 – November 1999, Superintendent, Traffic Management Flight, 62nd Aerial Port Squadron, McChord Air Force Base, Washington (February 1999 – June 99, Chief, Traffic Management Flight, 363rd Transportation Sq, Prince Sultan Air Base, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia)

10.  November 1999 – April 2001, Superintendent, 81st Transportation Squadron, Keesler Air Force Base, MS

11.  May 2001 – Nov 2001, Superintendent, 81st Logistics Group, Keesler Air Force Base, MS

12.  November 2001 – June 2003, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 81st Training Wing, Keesler Air Force Base, MS

13.  June 2003 - present, Command Chief Master Sergeant, 3rd Wing, Elmendorf Air Force 

Base, AK

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS:

Honor Graduate, Communicative Skills Award, Esprit de Corps Award, NCO PME II, USAF Supervisor’s Course

John Levitow Honor Graduate Award, Commandant’s Award, Esprit de Corps Award, 22 AF NCO Leadership School

Distinguished Graduate, ATC NCO Academy

John Levitow Honor Graduate, Distinguished Graduate, AF SNCO Academy

1990 NCO of the Year, Joint Personal Shipping Office, San Antonio

1992 Senior NCO of the Year, Joint Personal Property Shipping Office, San Antonio

1996 PACAF Commander’s Transportation Professional of the Year (SNCO)

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Airman Basic 19 September 1979

Airman, 19 March 1980

Airman First Class, 19 September 1980

Senior Airman, June 1981 (Below the Zone)

Staff Sergeant 1 Dec 1982

Technical Sergeant, 1 July 1987

Master Sergeant, 1 May 1992

Senior Master Sergeant, 1 March 1996

Chief Master Sergeant, 1 October 1999

EFFECTIVE DATE OF APPOINTMENT:

3 WG Command Chief Master Sergeant June 2003

Current as of June 2003

