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	COLONEL DEBORAH KRETZSCHMAR

	Colonel (Doctor) Deborah Kretzschmar is the Alaskan Command Surgeon and Commander, 3rd Medical Group, 3rd Wing, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. The 3rd Medical Group serves the dynamically changing health needs of 81,000 Alaskan Department of Defense and Veterans Administration beneficiaries through TRICARE, DoD/VA Joint Venture, and the Alaska Federal Health Care Partnership. It does this by striving to deliver superior access, quality care and service to its patients and other customers. The medical group is the primary Air Force referral center for the Pacific Theater.
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Colonel Kretzschmar graduated with honors from the University of Arizona with a bachelor’s degree in biology in 1978 and received a doctor of medicine degree from the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, Bethesda, Md., in 1982. She is board certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine in both internal medicine and the subspecialty of gastroenterology. The colonel has commanded two medical squadrons and one group. She remains clinically active in her specialty and as a flight surgeon has flown in the F-15E, KC-135 and T-43.

	

	EDUCATION:

	

	1978
	Bachelor of Science in Biology, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

	1982
	Medical Degree, Uniformed Services University of the Health Services, Bethesda, Md.

	1982-85
	Internal Medicine Residency, David Grant USAF Medical Center, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

	1987-89
	Gastroenterology Fellowship, Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas

	1996
	Aerospace Medicine Primary Course

	1996
	Air War College (seminar)

	

	ASSIGNMENTS:

	

	1. July 1982-June 1985, residency, Internal Medicine, David Grant USAF Medical Center, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

2. July 1985-June 1987, staff, Internal Medicine, March Air Force Base, Calif.

3. July 1987-June 1989, fellowship, Gastroenterology, Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

4. July 1989-May 1991, staff gastroenterologist, Pacific Air Forces Command Surgeon’s consultant in gastroenterology, and program director of the Filipino Internal Medicine Residency, Philippines Regional Medical Center, Clark Air Base, Philippines

5. May 1991-June 1994, staff gastroenterologist, then chief, Gastroenterology, David Grant USAF Medical Center, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

6. July 1994-July 1997, commander, 49th Medical Operations Squadron; chief, Medical Staff, Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.

7. July 1997-July 2000, chief, Medical Staff, then commander, 20th Medical Operations Squadron, Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.

8. July 2000-July 2002, commander, 4th Medical Group, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C.

9. July 2002-June 2004, vice commander, 59th Medical Wing, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas
10. June 2004 - present, commander, 3rd Medical Group, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska

	

	MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

	

	Legion of Merit

	Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

	Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

	Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with four oak leaf clusters

	National Defense Service Medal with bronze star

	

	PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS:

	

	American College of Physicians

	American College of Physician Executives

	American Academy of Medical Administrators

	American College of Healthcare Executives

	American Gastroenterology Association

	

	PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

	

	Appointment as instructor for the Department of Medicine, Uniformed Services University of the
    Health Sciences, Bethesda, Md., 1987

	Instructor for the Physician Assistants Program, March Air Force Base, Calif., 1985-1987

	Licenses in Texas and California

	Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) instructor 1985-Present, previously held positions as ACLS
    affiliate faculty and ACLS program director

	Co-inventor of needle cap infection control device—awarded US Patent #5,607,403 and suggestion
    program award

	Credentialed medical administrator by the American Academy of Medical Administrators

	

	EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

	

	Second Lieutenant (Active Reserve)  
  1978

	Captain (Active Duty)

            May 22, 1982

	Major


                        May 22, 1988

	Lieutenant Colonel
                        May 22, 1994

	Colonel

                        May 22, 2000

	

	(Current as of June 2004)


