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INCREASE IN FLYING OPERATIONS 


ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, ALASKA  Alaskans will see an increase in flying operations around Valdez as Northern Edge 2003, the state's annual joint training exercise, begins March 3 and continues through March 14, 2003. 

Scenarios will test the ability of military troops to secure and defend a port and the surrounding area.  Valdez will serve as the backdrop for the maritime activities, ground defense maneuvers and aerial operations.  Citizens will see an increase number of aircraft flying around Valdez, including possible lower flying helicopters.

Additionally Valdez airport will be busy as military aircraft transport cargo and personnel into and out of the area. 

All pilots are encouraged to review appropriate NOTAMS prior to all flights around Valdez.

All exercise scenarios have been coordinated with the FAA and the Alaskan Region of the North American Aerospace Defense Command.  These agencies will continue to monitor and maintain air sovereignty of the skies over Alaska during all exercises.
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Note for media:  Please help us publicize the above information.  For more information, call Alaskan Command Public Affairs at (907) 552-2341 or 552 -7567.  
