


October 




  1998




    March




    2002


[image: image1.wmf]
BACKGROUND

[image: image2.wmf] 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION

 

SA

-

100 REMOVAL ACTION FACT SHEET

 

       ELMENDORF AFB, ALASKA

 

 

The 3rd Wing at Elmendorf Air Force Base has completed a removal action at Spill Area (SA) 100.  SA-100 consists of approximately one acre of land located near the Boniface Gate.  Fuel products, lead, and miscellaneous debris were discovered at the site in June 2001 during construction of Private Sector Financed Housing.  After preliminary sampling and talks with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the site was given the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) designation “SA-100.”  
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An investigation of SA-100 was completed in June 2001.  The investigation found three contaminated sites within SA-100 and defined the types of debris, extent of debris, and extent and levels of contamination at the sites.  The sites were named the Quonset Burial Site, the East Petroleum, Oil, and Lubricants (POL) Area and the West POL Area.

The Air Force, in cooperation with the EPA and the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), looked at various options to address the three sites.  Options included taking no action, excavating and treating contaminated soil and debris with the treated soil used as backfill, and excavating all soil and debris using clean fill as backfill.  The most conservative approach was selected, and included the removal of 100% of debris and contaminants above naturally occurring background levels as well as backfilling the excavations with clean fill.  

Cleanup activities at the site were performed under a CERCLA “time critical removal action.”  Such removal actions are mandated when there is a need to immediately prevent, limit, or mitigate a substantial threat to public health, welfare or the environment.  

REMOVAL ACTIONS 

Removal work began on August 24, 2001 and was completed September 28, 2001 precluding delays at the housing construction site.  Approximately 4,600 cubic yards of soil, 568 tons of miscellaneous debris, and 175 drums containing uncontaminated soil were removed.  Approximately 92 cubic yards of soil with elevated lead levels were transported to a permitted disposal facility in Idaho.  POL contaminated soil was treated off-base using high temperatures, then returned to the base to be used as clean fill at a former landfill.  

A regulatory strategy meeting was held on October 10, 2001 with the Air Force and EPA to discuss how reporting would be conducted and how the Air Force would involve the public in the decision process.  It was decided the work would be documented in a site closure report and that the public would be given the opportunity to comment on this document.  In addition, the cleanup actions conducted at SA-100 will be recorded in a Final Elmendorf Construction Completed Document and the next Elmendorf AFB Environmental Restoration 5-Year Review.  

CONCLUSIONS

The Draft SA-100 Removal Action and Site Closure Report summarizes the field methods used to remove the debris and contaminated soil and the analytical data collected to confirm that all contaminants present above naturally occurring background levels were removed from the site.  The report concluded that because the removal action resulted in the removal of all hazardous substances above naturally occurring background levels, no further action - to include additional study, review or monitoring - is warranted or required at SA-100.  The report documents the concurrence of the Air Force, EPA, and ADEC with the conclusions, and that the removal actions conducted at SA-100 were performed in accordance with CERCLA and applicable Alaska Administrative Codes (AAC).  
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Glossary

CERCLA:  Federal regulations which govern the identification, study and cleanup of many of Elmendorf’s contaminated sites. 

POL:  A military acronym for fuels-related products.
Removal Action:   Cleanup alternative which involves the reduction or  elimination  of a threat to the public by removing the environmental hazard from a site.





  Information Repositories

Alaska Resources Library 

& Information Services (ARLIS)

3150 C Street, Suite 100   

Anchorage, AK  99503

(907) 272-7547

Hours:  8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Mon-Fri)

University of Alaska, Anchorage

Consortium Library, Reserve Desk

3211 Providence Drive

Anchorage, AK  99508

(907) 786-1871

Hours:   7:30 a.m. - 11 p.m. (Mon-Th)

              7:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. (Fri)

              10 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Sat) 

              Noon -11 p.m. (Sun)

    For More Information

Doris Thomas

Community Relations Coordinator

3rd Wing Public Affairs (3 WG/PA)

10480 22nd Street,  Room 118

Elmendorf AFB, AK  99506-2500

Phone:  (907) 552-8970

    Fax:  (907) 552-5111

e-mail:  doris.thomas@elmendorf.af.mil
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Elmendorf AFB encourages the public to review the report and provide comments on the removal action by April 12, 2002.  This report is included in the administrative record file.  Other documents now in the record files include site investigation reports, work plans, and the community relations plan.  The administrative record file is available at the Elmendorf AFB Information Repositories listed at right on this fact sheet.
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